Redbud Reporter
Spring 2017

Dear Garden Friends,
It is hard to believe that this is this Director’s final Redbud Reporter Report. Our Redbud District Clubs
and three Councils goals and accomplishments have been many during this administration. Sad to say, our
44 member clubs have dropped to 40 with the resignation of Azalea GC, of Barnesville GG Charter GC,
West Point, Heaton Park GC, Decatur and Leafmore Hills of Decatur. As our club members mature we
must encourage and invite potential members to join our Remarkable Redbuds. Make this one of your
goals for the next administration, 2017-2019. Having traveled over 15,000 miles, the past two years have
flown by. This director was so very proud to report on the activities of our Redbud Clubs at the GCG Fall
Board Meeting in Thomasville. Also attended several other district fall meetings. It was also exciting to
attend the National Garden Clubs Board Meeting in Portland, Maine. Redbud’s participation in GCG
State Parks/Historical Site Grant Project came to fruition as we completed the planting around the Guest
House and Servants Quarters at Roosevelt’s Little White House in November. Robin Glass, Manager and
Park Ranger is thrilled with the planting and was excited when this director came back again in December
to deliver 700 tulip bulbs which were donated by a wholesale nursery in Connecticut. As you know, our
Redbud Clubs and individual donations exceeded our goal which will enable us to plant a butterfly garden
next to the museum at the site. At this point, we are not sure we can get that completed before our
dedication of the planting during the tour at the GCG Convention.
A reminder to make your reservations for the GCG Convention at Callaway Gardens, April 18-20, 2017.
We need all of your assistance to make this convention a success.
Presidents – another reminder. The districts are competing. Send in your Native Plant Projects Report by
March 15.
Remarkable Redbuds, it has been an honor to serve as your District Director these past two years. My
sincere thanks and appreciation to our District Board Members for their dedication and support given to
their chairmanships. A huge thank you to our Club Presidents and to you our members for your
outstanding accomplishments.
Hope to see you at the GCG Convention!
Affectionately,

Janet
See You at Callaway Gardens
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All About the B’s
We’re getting closer! Remarkable Redbuds are hard at work
putting the finishing touches on the 89th Annual Convention of the
Garden Club of Georgia on April 18-20. The entire event will be held at the newly renovated
Lodge and Spa at Callaway Gardens. We’ve got great speakers lined up to provide the latest on
all things bees, birds, butterflies and bats. Special guests include Arabella Dane, our keynote
speaker and Carol Bullard, Deep South Regional Director. What better way to focus on
Georgia's vital pollinators than to be in one of the state's premier gardens during the height of
spring?
On Tuesday, you can take a tour of the Little White House as we dedicate our garden restoration
project or attend workshops by DNR’s Todd Schneider, on Georgia’s Songbirds – an update on
preservation efforts. Georgia bee expert, Cindy Hodges will present a program on Humble Bees
and How They Feed the World. An evening reception kicks off the dinner keynote address by
Arabella Dane, noted butterfly expert and flower show judge presents a program on butterflies.
Wednesday features District Breakfasts, a business meeting, and the Award of Merit Luncheon
with a design demonstration. Don’t miss a special luncheon presentation of, Bring Back the
Bluebirds, by students from Lafayette Christian School in LaGrange. Later, there will be rolling
tours of the Day Butterfly Center where experts will be on hand to answer questions. If you want
to stay on property, you can attend both workshop sessions: One on Bats: Unlikely Eco Heroes
and another on Current Threats and Progress in Protecting all Pollinators and Wildlife. A
riotous and funny Awards Program and dinner will top off the evening.
Thursday morning celebrate wildflowers with a workshop on Wildflowers and Their Use in
the Landscape prior to the final business meeting. The Installation of Officers and Life Member
Recognition Luncheon will close the convention. Sign up today for a day or all three days.
Please make sure you support your Remarkable Redbuds. You guys always come through. Let’s
set the record for District attendees.
And, don’t forget, there’ll be great vendors, door prizes and raffles for two $500 Visa cards
and a week’s stay on the Gulf coast!
Want to help? Remember if you want to volunteer at the convention, you’ll need to be
registered for the day. Any questions, email drmchunter@yahoo.com or phone Diane Hunter at
404-992-7381.
Conference hotel rates apply for three days before and after the Convention.
2017 GCG Convention Registration Form Deadline is April 1, 2017 to register.
Hotel Reservations Information Deadline is March 18, 2017 to reserve rooms.
Registration forms are in the Winter and Spring issues of Garden Gateways.
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The Garden Club of Georgia, Inc.
&
Charlie Elliott Wildlife Center
Present

Wild and Wonderful 10th Anniversary Experience
July 9-11, 2017
Charlie Elliott Wildlife Center

Mansfield, Georgia
WOW this is year number 10!
D0 you know a child that would love the opportunity to celebrate with a
great GCG staff, surrounded by nature, making new friends and have a
wonderful time this summer?
th
Check out the 10 Annual GCG Environmental Education Camp!
This camp is open to all children entering 5th or 6th grades. Our young
people are invited to spend time learning about environmental and
conservation issues plus much more.
We have many fun and exciting programs planned with guest speakers and
of course,
all the fun of the Charlie Elliott Wildlife Center!
Spread the word to your club presidents, members and friends, as space is
limited. The fee is $125.00 per child.
Call or email for more information and get the Youth in your life involved
with this Wild and Wonderful Experience offered by
The Garden Club of Georgia, Inc.
Info & Registration Forms may be found on our website
www.uga.edu/gardenclub under “Youth”.
Registration opens March 1 – June 1, 2017
~Questions? Call or email~
Mollie Kimler
WWE Chairman
770-464-3589
mkimler@gmail.com

Susan Turner
WWE Co-Chairman
770-922-4411
glencree@bellsouth.net
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Local School Grounds Improvement
Each school is unique. Each Garden Club is unique. Budgets are always a factor in how much
your Garden Club is able to contribute to your local school grounds. In meeting your school’s
needs, it is beneficial to involve the administration, faculty, students, and the community.
Encourage the community to help in making improvements to school grounds by volunteering
their time, expertise, and resources. Be on the look-out for community members who want to
help. Eagle Scout prospects are always looking for places to do their projects. Many schools
benefit from the structures these scouts build and the gardens they help plant. In the Atlanta
area, museums such as Fernbank Museum of Natural History or parks such as Stone Mountain
have representatives who are willing to instruct students in topics of nature or involve them in
their research. Some companies award grants to Garden Clubs who submit and furnish evidence
of school grounds improvement.
As you plan your projects, explore possible awards and their criteria. Visit the award information
on websites for the Garden Club of Georgia, Inc., the Deep South Region and the National
Garden Clubs, Inc. for more information.
Figure 1 shows milkweed and other flowers planted in the STEM outdoor classroom by students
attending Smoke Rise Charter School in Stone Mountain, Georgia to attract Monarch butterflies.
Figure 2 shows excited Smoke Rise students ready to release their three Monarch butterflies after
observing each stage of their insects’ development!
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Butterflies, Bees and Other Wildlife
It is early March and our warm weather has started an early spring for
much of our yard. As you get your gardens ready remember to plan for a
healthy environment for yourself as well as the wildlife. Not only should
you avoid the use of pesticides and herbicides in your yard, you need to
check all purchased plants and seed to ensure they have not been treated.
Keep in mind that adding native plants to your yard is a great option. Native plants are not only
the best food sources for birds and pollinators including host plants for butterflies they also are
much more likely to survive any extremes in our weather. Care should be taken in knowing
which ones have the potential of growing too fast and becoming invasive so you can locate them
in areas easier controlled or with space for them to spread. When planting for pollinators with
fear or concern of bees then plant less fragrant and red blooming plants near your doors and
outdoor social areas. They will attract hummingbirds and butterflies but since bees can’t see red
you are less likely to be bothered by them in these areas. Do plan on planting for the bees in the
corners or back of your yard that gets the sun.
If you have wet areas and are hoping to attract amphibians keep the
fish out as they will eat the eggs and developing tadpoles. Use
mosquito dunks or mosquito fish (they are too small to be a threat) to
control those insects. By now all birdhouses should be cleaned and
ready for nesting. If this has not been done and you see no activity
around them then try to get them clean immediately. Clean with hot
water and mild soap, rinsing thoroughly and leaving open in the sun to
let the light not only dry but help disinfect. Remember to keep all
birdbaths filled and cleaned regularly. Maintain any ant moats on your
hummingbird feeders as well as many small birds will use them to
drink. Make sure to have shallow pans with slurry mixes of soil,
manure, and rotting fruit for butterflies.
This is award time and I hope that you will be inspired to find projects
this next year that will help our birds, pollinators, and amphibians.
Consider getting together with a youth organization or school group
and plan an event in April on Frog Day sponsored by Save the Frogs
organization. Take time to be part of a nest watch project with Cornell
Lab of Ornithology, learn the frog calls and help with frog monitoring
at a local pond or wetland area with FrogwatchU.S.A., put up a Mason
bee house, and develop a Monarch way station. Make your yard and
your activities a positive step for our ecosystems as a Garden Club Member.
Thanks to all of our club members who have worked so hard to protect our environment this past
year and I encourage everyone to diligently continue the fight.
Thanks, Carol Hayes
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Community Wildlife Award Applications
CWP is on countdown. This is your club’s last chance to be a contest winner and receive a
Certificate of Achievement in one or more categories. Pass out the applications to members and
friends. Applications for Community Wildlife Project, Hummingbird Habitat, and Nesting and
Roosting Structures can be found on the Garden Club of Georgia website – gardenclub.uga.edu.
Go to GCG forms and scroll down to the applications. Let’s get Redbud up there on these
awards.

Redbud Expresses Concern Over Coal Ash Damage to Environment
Did you know that coal ash is being exported to Georgia landfills and the companies doing it are
not liable for environmental and health damage if heavy metals in the ash leech into groundwater
under landfills? Or, that there is a bill to eliminate the storm water collection and disposal fee to
developers who use a local government’s storm water runoff system? This and several other
critical water issues are currently working through the Legislature. Your Remarkable Redbuds
joined 150 other concerned citizens February 15 for Capitol Conservation Day. Members
attended a breakfast where the latest in Georgia’s water issues were discussed along with
strategies for approaching our legislators.
Ten Remarkable
Redbuds managed to
contact their
legislators and
advocate for vital
water and pollution
remediation issues.
The event was
cosponsored by,
among others, the
Garden Club of
Georgia, the Redbud
District, the Sierra
Club, Georgia
Riverkeepers,
Environment Georgia and the Southern Environmental Law Center. Members attending from
Avon Garden Club: Michelle Spears, Bruce Johnston, Barbara Swicegood; from Smoke Rise
Morning Glories: Janet McGinnis, Tally Sweat; from Ladybugs: Pat Kahn, Karen Bricker; from
Smoke Rise: Edith Morton; from Shenandoah Rose: Deanna McFarlan and from Breckenridge
Garden Arts I: Diane Hunter. Follow water issues through the legislature by going to
http://www.gawater.org/updates.
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CLUB NEWS
Evergreen GC Celebrates Valentines Day

The Evergreen Garden Club of
Griffin Ga. made Valentines and
filled goody bags of personal care
items for the residents at Christian
Women's Center.

Evergreen GC Member Introduces New Book
Think you would like to create a small or miniature design for a flower show but don’t know
what plants are best to use? Redbud District’s Evergreen Club member and flower show judge,
Anna Burns, has just published Guide to the New Petite – Floral Design 12” and Under. With
six pages of plant parts scaled for the 5” and under designs, there are also over 50 floral designs.
Included are examples of the new petite design, 12” and under, just introduced in the revised
2017 Handbook for Flower Shows. The book can be purchased on Amazon.com.
Shop.BookLogix.com and http://www.anngburns.com.
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Satsuki GCl Dedicates the Butterfly Garden at
Academy Springs Park in Covington

The weather could not have been more glorious for the Satsuki Garden Club's dedication
ceremony for the new butterfly garden in Academy Springs Park held on October 10th, 2016.
The service included the mayor of Covington and other officials, members of the community, as
well as 120 students from the first grade class of the Newton County Theme School. It was
truly a magical event. The garden was the vision of Connie Waller, president of Satsuki Garden
Club and her husband David, who raised butterflies from chrysalises in cages on their deck.
Twelve butterflies were tagged and released that morning with the assistance of the children who
were in awe seeing the butterflies in different stages and seeing the actual chrysalis. The class
was then treated to a performance of "Monarch Butterflies" put on by Tattling Tail Productions
in the amphitheater in the park. Our inclusion of the children in the dedication service led us to
adopt the Newton County Theme School and we will assist them this coming year in planting
their own butterfly garden.
The project was presented to the Satsuki Garden Club in the spring and was overwhelmingly
received by the members. Plans were immediately put into place. The 2,500-square-foot spot
was chosen, an area which was planted about 20 years ago by the Georgia Hummers group and
the second graduating class of the UGA's Extension Master Gardener program and had been
neglected for many years and had pretty much gone to seed. Christy Lassiter of the Satsuki
Garden Club appeared before the Covington City Council in February to request permission to
clean up and restore the garden. Money to pay for the restoration came from the club's "Tour of
Homes" fundraiser held the previous December. Permission was received to begin.
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Conyers Garden Club Learns About Water Conservation
The February 2017 meeting of the Conyers Garden Club was held at the home of Pam Hinesley
and hosted by Joyce Andrews and Ann Piaia. Mary Lovings, Garden Club of Georgia
Environmental Team for Water Quality Chairman presented a program on "Water
Conservation". Mary also informed us of the status of the U.S. Supreme Court Case brought by
Florida against Georgia regarding the use of the water that flows into the Apalachicola River
from the Chattahoochee River. Discussion on the topic of the GCG Position Papers, found on
the website was also of interest to members.
Pictured (l-r) Pam Hinesley, Joyce Andrews, Mary
Jackson, Mary Lovings, Anne McCoy, and Ann
Piaia.

Azalea GC of Jackson Delivered Valentines to Veterans
The Azalea Garden Club of Jackson
delivering Valentines for Veterans at the
Westbury Medical Care Home .
Members shown from left are Jean
Driggers, Edith Heath and Mary Ellen
Austin as they enjoy a smile and thank
you from one of recipients.
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Azalea and Mimosa Garden Clubs Receive Proclamation
Arbor Day-February 17th - Hazel Newman
(left) Mimosa GC and Jean Driggers (right)
Azalea Garden Club receiving proclamation
from Jackson Mayor Kay Pippin (center). The
two garden clubs along with the City of
Jackson Tree Board coordinated the program
and contributed to the purchase of two Sugar
Maples that were planted in honor of Arbor
Day.

Ladybugs Garden Club of Lilburn Shared Joy at Christmas
It is a happy time for Ladybugs to bring food for the Lilburn Co-Op, our decorated mini
stockings for residents of the
Southern Plantation Legacy
facility and to join with the
Atria Park assisted living
residents to sing carols and
share stories as we also did with
Southern Plantation. Ladybug
Karen Shires plays the piano for
us to sing at both facilities. A
small club with 14 members, we
believe in using our time when
we are not gardening most of the winter to celebrate Christmas with those who may welcome
some new friends.
At Atria, we gave residents a Mason jar with the promise of spring. A bulb, partly covered with
brown pebbles, in the jar is sure to bloom with paperwhite narcissus flowers in just a few weeks
as it continues to live in a bit of water.
Above - Debbie Hoaks, visitor Christianne Ahlberg, and Sandra Graham, Jean Ferrara, Pat
Kahn, Karen Shires, Wendy Laurila, Berna Spencer, Elba McCue, Jan Bailey, Betty Jean
Bradshaw, Joyce Baker and Jo Pell Holbrook.
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Ladybugs had fun hearing the residents at Atria Park tell us their favorite Christmas memory
and Elba McCue entertained them with a few of her own stories.

Ladybugs GC Visited Conservation Day at the Georgia Capitol
While visiting the Georgia Legislature in Atlanta on February
15 to speak with Representatives/Senators about water
conservation and the lack of protection from pollution of coal
ash, Ladybugs Pat Kahn (new president) and Karen Bricker
stopped by to see Governor Nathan Deal. He welcomed
them to his office. Later, they were having difficulty getting
in the House chamber to hear the discussion on another bill,
and, fortunately, they saw Lilburn Mayor Johnny Crist in the
Capitol in Atlanta as well. The Mayor graciously helped
them get seated in the House chamber to hear the discussion.
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Hosta Heaven
Everything you EVER needed to know about growing and propagating
Hosta; the CROWN of the Southern shade garden.
19th Annual Lunch and Learn Series
presented by
The Concord Garden Club
Where: The Strickland Building, 100 Main Street, Concord Georgia 30206
When: Thursday April 27, 2017 doors open at 11:00 a.m.
Bring: a brown bag lunch or order/pick up a buffet plate from The Concord Cafe
This seminar is open to the public and it is FREE.
Beverages and Desserts provided by members of the Concord Garden Club
We are looking for unusual and topic appropriate merchandise/vendors such as:
garden tools/utensils, fresh produce, seedlings and seeds, annuals, perennials, shrubs,
garden books, garden attire, hand crafted items, yard art, fresh baked goods, jams and jellies.
Harold McDonell is a Charter member of the Georgia Hosta Society and a much admired
breeder of the hosta species.
For more information or vendor applications
please leave a message for Anna Evans at 770-229-1210
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