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Garden Highlights
Second year of floristic inventory of Wormsloe begins
Conservation botanist Linda Chafin started field work
for the second year of a floristic inventory at Wormsloe
Plantation and State Historic Site in Savannah. Based
out of the UGA Center for Research and Education,
established at Wormsloe in 2016, this year's field
surveys will concentrate on grasses and sedges. Last
year's surveys were conducted March through June and
netted 118 species, including one species never before
documented in Chatham County. This year's field work,
to be conducted June through November, will likely
double that number. The inventory will result in the creation of a reference collection of plant
specimens to help future researchers at Wormsloe identify plants they come across in their work.
The collection will be held in a herbarium cabinet housed at a research and lab facility to be built
in the near future at Wormsloe.
Photo: Linda Chafin, Craig Barrow, and Bobby Hattaway exploring Long Island, part of the Wormsloe Plantation
and State Historic Site. Photo by Sarah Ross.

A new plant for the State Botanical Garden
Conservation botanist Linda Chafin recently came across a five-foot-high plant in the Garden on
the bank of the Middle Oconee River. Never having seen this plant, she ran it through standard
plant identification steps and discovered that it's a species not seen before at the botanical
garden: Piedmont meadow-rue, known to scientists as Thalictrum macrostylum.

Although not considered rare in Georgia, Piedmont meadow-rue is known
to be from only seven Georgia counties. Most meadow-rue species are
much shorter but this plant can grow to more than six feet tall.
Covered with white tassel-like flowers in late May and June, it is a
dramatic sight in the otherwise "green tunnel" along the river. The garden's
conservation horticulturist, Heather Alley, will attempt to cultivate the
plant if it sets seeds this year.
Herbarium records tell us that Piedmont meadow-rue was last documented
in Clarke County by John M. "Botany" Reade in 1929. Born in Canada,
Dr. Reade was the founder of the University of Georgia Herbarium and
was the director of biology and professor of botany at the University of
Georgia for 30 years. This new discovery will be documented with a new
specimen collected for Chafin by one of our SBG summer interns, UGA
plant biology student Ella Vardeman, the next generation of classically trained botanists.
Vardeman already has received a Certificate in Native Plant Studies from SBG, beginning these
classes as a high school student.
Photo: UGA plant biology student and SBG summer intern Ella Vardeman takes a cutting of Piedmont meadow-rue
for an herbarium specimen to document the Linda Chafin discovery.

Grant supports restoration efforts
Floodplain restoration efforts are reinvigorated by two positions supported by an Institute for
Museum and Library Services grant. Thomas Peters and Matt Rodder are removing invasive
competing species in the State Botanical Garden’s Piedmont prairie, floodplain forest, and
rivercane canebrake natural areas.
Native grass planting is charming and strategic
Three UGA students planted two species of Chasmanthium (C. latifolium, C. sessilifolium)
around the natural area parking lot. River oats and wood oats are beautiful en masse, but they
also create a bastion against invasive seeds washing into the floodplain forest when it rains.
River oats are not recommended for
home gardens because they spread
aggressively, but their strong roots and
tightly packed stems can hinder the
spread of thuggish seeds such as
Nepalese browntop (Microstegium
vimineum). Two other UGA ecology
doctoral students will monitor the effects
of these Georgia grasses against invasive
plants.
Photo: Chasmanthium bastion against invasives.

Students intern at garden over summer
UGA graduate student, Lauren Muller,
was assisted this summer by interns Sofia
Franzleubbers (Oconee County High
School), and Rachel Smith and Ella
Vardeman (UGA). Franzleubbers also
helps lead Oconee high school's Connect
to Protect (CtoP) mentorship program,
introducing CtoP to Oconee County
elmentary schools.
Photo: Summer interns Sofia Franzleubbers and Rachel Smith working with graduate student Lauren Muller and
conservation horticulturist Heather Alley.

"The collaboration between the State Botanical Garden, (Oconee
County High School student Harper Ann) Moffett, and Colham Ferry
Elementary School was a great fit with the school's science and math
focus," said Heidi Wolfe, a third-grade teacher at CFES. "The
installation of the Connect to Protect planter and the adoption of the
program figured noticeably in our recent STEM Certification." Read
more at: https://t.uga.edu/3nt
Photo: Harper Ann Moffett with demonstration garden

Forest service interns tour SBG
Duke Rankin, U.S. Forest Service southeast
region program coordinator for Threatened,
Endangered and Sensitive brought 12
summer interns to learn Connect to Protect,
pollinator system conservation, habitat
restoration, and imperiled species
safeguarding. The interns work in multiple
departments of the forest service, including
engineering, legal, endangered species and
public relations. They are from universities throughout the
Southeast, including Puerto Rico. They toured the SBG
restoration areas and met with science and conservation
staff, students, and student interns. In the photos, the
interns are helping SBG conservation horticulturist
Heather Alley remove caterpillars of the genista moth.
The caterpillars are devouring the leaves and flowers of
two endangered species being safeguarded at the garden:
Baptisia arachnifera and B. megacarpa.
Photos: US Forest Service Interns removing genista moth caterpillars from endangered plant collections.

August Classes and Events
For more information or to register for classes: 706-542-6156 or botgarden.uga.edu
Nature Ramblers
Thursdays
8:30 am
Meet at the Visitor Center front plaza
Free
Join our Nature Ramblers and learn more about the natural areas, flora and fauna of the Garden
while making new friends and enjoying the cool, fresh air. Sessions will start with an
inspirational reading by a nature writer such as Annie Dillard, John Muir, or Janisse Ray. This is
a ramble not a hike; we will stop to view interesting plants, insects, butterflies, mushrooms, etc.,
along the way. Ramblers are encouraged to bring their own nature writings or favorite poems
and essays to share with the group. Join us for one or all sessions; these informal rambles are
free but donations are accepted in the Garden's donation box in the lobby of the Visitor
Center. To get a feel for what our rambles are like visit http://naturerambling.blogspot.com
Friends First Friday: What is in your garden and what questions do you have about design?
Friday, Aug. 4
9–10:30 a.m.
Visitor Center
$12
Jane Bath, noted landscape designer, has been practicing horticulture and landscape design in the
Athens area for many years. She has written an excellent book, “The Landscape Design Answer
Book,” has owned Land Arts Nursery, and has discovered Dianthus Bath’s Pinks and Bath’s
Aster. Her approach to achieving attractive landscapes is one of simple analysis and practicality.
She will discuss tips for working with your particular landscaping needs and take questions the
audience may have about home landscapes.
Full Moon Hike: Sturgeon Moon
Monday, Aug. 7
8–9:30 p.m.
Meet at the fountain in front of Visitor’s Center
$5/person or $15/family
Come see the garden come alive at night! Each walk will focus on a different topic such as the
moon, constellations, or nocturnal creatures. Bring family and friends of all ages along to enjoy
the mysterious world of nature at night. Be prepared to hike up to two miles on our wooded trails
and in the garden. If you have young children or infants, a backpack carrier is suggested. Preregistration is required.
Beekeeping for Beginners Unit 7: Varroa Mites and Overwintering Hives
Sunday, Aug. 13
9–11 a.m.
Meet at Shade Garden Arbor
$35
This is the seventh and final class for the Beekeeping for Beginners series. Advance your
beekeeping knowledge and skills with Dan as you perform a 24 hour Varroa mite count and
apply a variety of fall treatments for Varroa and other pests. He will also discuss fall and overwintering preparations for your hive. Protective veil and gloves are required for this course.

Athens Brass Choir
Sunday, Aug. 13
2–3 p.m.
Visitor Center
Free
This popular annual concert by brass musicians often includes classical music, marches, and
show tunes. Spend a hot August afternoon relaxing at this free afternoon concert inside the airconditioned Visitor Center and Conservatory.
Sunflower Music Series: Randall Bramblett
Tuesday, Aug. 15
7–9 p.m.
Flower Garden Lawn
$15; $5 children ages 6 - 12
Summer was made for outdoor concerts – and so were the amphitheater and terraced lawns in the
Flower Garden of the State Botanical Garden of Georgia. Now in its 16th season, the Sunflower
Music Series has placed both world-renowned and new-on-the-scene musicians in a world-class
botanical environment. Highly sought-after for his creativity as both a collaborator and skilled
touring sideman, Randell Bramblett’s talent has earned him the respect of his peers and many of
rock’s finest luminaries, including Steve Winwood, Bonnie Raitt, the Allman Brothers and
Widespread Panic. This summer marks his 11th studio release, “Juke Joint at the Edge of the
World,” on New West Records.
Presented by Friends of the Garden.

Friends of the Garden Gigantic Flea Market
Saturday, Aug. 19
8 a.m. –1 p.m.
Visitor Center
Free
Come shop for gardening items, books, household items, tools, toys, jewelry, decorations,
purses, accessories, baby items and more! For more information call 706-542-6138.
Eclipse Viewing Party
Monday, Aug. 21
1:30-3:30 p.m.
Visitor Center and Back Plaza
Free
Join us at the Garden as the sun, moon and earth align. We will have a limited supply of viewing
glasses (you are encouraged to bring you own glasses), plus snacks, beverages, live music, and
games inside the air-conditioned conservatory. Free, but please register at botgarden.uga.edu
Sponsored by Friends of the Garden and Athens Coca-Cola.

They are back---The hummingbirds and the Hummingbird Trail
Saturday, Aug. 26
9– 11 a.m.
Meet at the fountain in front of Visitor’s Center
Free
Join us for a ramble as we walk the Hummingbird Trail to find the hummingbird’s secret hiding
places. Bring a camera or binoculars if you’d like and join the adventure. The last hour is for
participants to independently photograph or observe the hummingbirds.
Plant Conservation: Protecting plant diversity in the garden and in the wild
Saturday, Aug. 26
9 am – 5 p.m.
Mimsie Lanier Center for Native Plants Studies
$105
Plant conservation is an applied science that draws upon many fields of knowledge, from
ecology to horticulture, to ethics and politics. This course surveys threats to biodiversity in
Georgia and worldwide, examples of rare plant research, techniques for restoration and

reintroduction, and ways individuals and organizations are making a difference in protecting the
rare plants of Georgia. Class will include group discussions and tours of the Mimsie Lanier
Center for Native Plant Studies.
Art opening: “Meet Your Neighbors” by Chuck Murphy and Jena Johnson
Sunday, Aug. 27 (opening reception)
2–4 p.m., 3 p.m. talk
Aug. 27 – Oct. 8 art exhibit
Visitor Center
Free
Have you ever felt the menacing stare of a vulture or cardinal? Did you know that insects are
often covered with multicolored hairs of varying shapes and sizes? Have you ever been
mesmerized by the ornate pattern of scales on a snake? The natural world is filled with wonders
often only visible in enlarged photographs of these creatures. But you don’t have to travel to
exotic lands to see wondrous creatures: They’re in your own back yard! This photo exhibit
brings you face to face with birds, bugs, snakes, frogs and other animals found locally. Athens
photographers Chuck Murphy and Jena Johnson will exhibit photographs they’ve created for the
“Meet Your Neighbours” (MYN) project — www.meetyourneighbours.net. MYN photographers
around the world capture images of animals and plants against a pure white background. This
eliminates visual clutter and isolates the subject so viewers can appreciate the amazing beauty of
each species. Murphy is an award-winning nature photographer. Johnson is an entomologist who
enjoys macrophotography. Their works have been displayed in many local art venues and have
also been published in a variety of local and national print media. With this show, they bring
their skill, artistry, and love of nature to a local audience.
Swing Dance Night in the Garden
Tuesday, Aug. 29
8–11 p.m.
Visitor Center
Free
If you haven’t experienced Swing Night at the Garden, this summer is a perfect time to enjoy
dancing to lively music (maybe a live band) in a tropical conservatory. This casual evening of
social swing dancing starts with beginner and intermediate dance lessons from 8 – 9 p.m., then
everyone gathers for a social dance from 9 – 11 p.m. You don’t need to have any previous
experience, or a partner. Just come to have a good time! Get more information at
athensswingnight.com. Presented by the UGA Swing Dance Club.
Flower Arranging Unit 1: Line/line mass design
Wednesday, Aug. 30
9 a.m.-3 p.m.
Visitor Center, Gardenside Room
$45 (bring a sack lunch)
Our popular five part flower arranging series starts again. Upon completion of all five units,
students will be awarded the Basic Design Certificate from The Garden Club of Georgia.
Courses do not need to be completed in order. Participants will be provided a list of materials to
bring to class. Limited to 20 participants.

Garden Gift Shop
Have you noticed that when the weather
gets hot in summer, the flowers seem to
bloom brighter in the garden? Well, things
are getting pretty bright in our gift shop
too – just look at this display of items with
Britto designs. As stated on britto.com:
“Brazilian-born and Miami-made, Romero
Britto is an international artist that uses
vibrant, bold and colorful patterns to
reflect his optimistic view of the world
around him. Britto has created a visual
language of hope and happiness all its own
that is relatable to all, inspiring millions.”
Browse the new Britto purses, luggage tags, décor, magnets and more in our gift shop.

Links
Support the Garden
Information about volunteering at the Garden, donating,
or joining Friends of the Garden here.

Is your group interested in a tour of the Garden?
Contact Andrea at sbgvol@uga.edu or 706-542-6195
to schedule.
The State Botanical Garden of Georgia has five
venues
where memorable weddings, meetings, proms, and
parties take place.
View these online at botgarden.uga.edu.
Contact Cris at sbgrent@uga.edu or 706-542-6467 to
find out more, take a tour and reserve the perfect spot
for your event.

Birthday Parties at the Garden!
Are you looking for kid-friendly birthday ideas? The State Botanical Garden of Georgia is now
offering a variety of birthday programs. We have several new options, as well as old favorites.
Each party includes one hour of guided activities and use of the facilities for three hours for up to
15 participants. For more information contact Berkeley Boone at bwboone@uga.edu or visit our
website at www.botgarden.uga.edu. Birthday parties are offered September through May.

State Botanical Garden of Georgia website
Become a Friend of the Garden
Benefits include discounts on classes, the Garden Shop, Café Botanica and plant sales, plus an informative
quarterly newsletter, and discounts at affiliated gardens.

State Botanical Garden of Georgia Facebook Page and Twitter Page

A unit of the University of Georgia Public Service and Outreach, the State Botanical Garden of Georgia provides the
general public as well as UGA faculty, staff and students opportunities for recreation, events, research and learning
through its natural areas, display gardens and building spaces. The State Botanical Garden is located at 2450 South
Milledge Ave., Athens, GA., 30605,one mile south of the Athens perimeter. Visit online at botgarden.uga.edu.

